
Evidence Poems by Mary Oliver: A Journey of
Nature, Loss, and Love
Overview

Evidence Poems is a collection of poems by American poet Mary Oliver.
The book was published in 2005 and won the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in
2006. The poems in Evidence Poems explore the interconnectedness of
nature, loss, and love. Oliver's evocative language and keen observations
of the natural world create a rich and immersive experience for readers.
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Themes

The poems in Evidence Poems explore a wide range of themes, including:

Nature

Loss
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Love

Death

Memory

Spirituality

Oliver's poems are often characterized by their vivid imagery and their
deep sense of empathy. She writes about the natural world with a profound
understanding of its beauty and its power. She also writes about loss and
grief with a raw honesty that is both heartbreaking and healing.

Style

Oliver's writing style is characterized by its simplicity and its directness. She
uses plain language and everyday images to create poems that are both
accessible and deeply moving. Her poems are often short and to the point,
but they pack a powerful emotional punch.

Critical Reception

Evidence Poems has been widely praised by critics for its beauty, its
wisdom, and its emotional power. The book has been awarded numerous
awards, including the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 2006.

Here are some excerpts from reviews of Evidence Poems:

“"Oliver's poems are a testament to the power of language to
heal, to comfort, and to inspire. Evidence Poems is a must-



read for anyone who loves poetry, nature, or the human spirit."
- The New York Times”

“"Oliver's poems are like small miracles, each one a perfect
expression of a moment in time. Evidence Poems is a book
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it." - The
Washington Post”

Evidence Poems is a powerful and moving collection of poems that
explores the interconnectedness of nature, loss, and love. Oliver's
evocative language and keen observations of the natural world create a
rich and immersive experience for readers. This is a book that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it.

If you are looking for a book of poetry that is both beautiful and thought-
provoking, then I highly recommend Evidence Poems by Mary Oliver.

About Mary Oliver

Mary Oliver (1935-2019) was an American poet who won the Pulitzer Prize
for Poetry in 2006 for her collection Evidence Poems. She was known for
her love of nature and her ability to write about the natural world in a way
that was both personal and universal.

Oliver was born in Maple Heights, Ohio, and grew up in the Cleveland area.
She began writing poetry at a young age and published her first book, No
Voyage and Other Poems, in 1963. She went on to publish over 20 books
of poetry, as well as several works of prose.



Oliver's poems have been praised for their beauty, their wisdom, and their
emotional power. She has been compared to such poets as Walt Whitman,
Emily Dickinson, and William Wordsworth.

Oliver died in Hobe Sound, Florida, on January 17, 2019, at the age of 83.
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