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Synopsis

The Middler Kirsty Applebaum is an enchanting and thought-provoking
novel that follows the journey of a young girl as she navigates the
challenges and joys of middle school. Kirsty is a "middler" - not the oldest,
not the youngest, not the most popular, not the least. She's just... in the
middle. But when her family's financial situation forces them to move to a
new town, Kirsty must find a way to reinvent herself and discover who she
truly is.

In her new school, Kirsty faces a series of obstacles. She's bullied by the
popular girls, she struggles to make friends, and she worries about her
family's future. But through it all, Kirsty remains resilient and determined.
She finds solace in her love of music, her supportive family, and her
newfound friendships.

As Kirsty navigates the ups and downs of middle school, she learns the
importance of self-acceptance, diversity, and the power of friendship. She
discovers that it's okay to be different, and that true friends will love and
accept her for who she is.
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### Kirsty Applebaum

Kirsty Applebaum is a complex and relatable protagonist. She is a bright,
curious, and creative girl, but she also struggles with self-doubt and
insecurity. Kirsty is a "middler" in every sense of the word - she's not the
oldest, not the youngest, not the most popular, not the least. She's just... in
the middle.

As Kirsty navigates the challenges of middle school, she learns the
importance of self-acceptance and self-discovery. She learns that it's okay
to be different, and that true friends will love and accept her for who she is.

### The Applebaum Family

The Applebaum family is a loving and supportive family. Kirsty's parents are
always there for her, and they encourage her to pursue her dreams. Kirsty's
older brother, Josh, is a bit of a goofball, but he always has her back.

The Applebaum family is also facing some challenges. Kirsty's father has
lost his job, and the family is struggling to make ends meet. But through it
all, the Applebaums remain close and supportive of one another.

### Friends

Kirsty makes a few new friends in her new school. There's Maya, a shy and
artistic girl who becomes Kirsty's best friend. There's also Samir, a kind and
intelligent boy who helps Kirsty to stand up to the bullies.

Kirsty's friends are a source of strength and support for her. They help her
to navigate the challenges of middle school and discover who she truly is.



Themes

The Middler Kirsty Applebaum explores a number of important themes,
including:

Self-acceptance

Diversity

The power of friendship

Family

Bullying

Identity

Middle school

The novel teaches children the importance of accepting themselves for who
they are, celebrating diversity, and finding true friends who will love and
support them. It also explores the challenges of middle school and the
importance of family.

Reviews

The Middler Kirsty Applebaum has received rave reviews from critics and
readers alike.

"A heartwarming and inspiring story about a middle schooler who learns to
embrace her individuality." - Kirkus Reviews

"A must-read for any middle schooler who has ever felt like they don't
belong." - School Library Journal



"A celebration of diversity and the power of friendship." - The New York
Times

The Middler Kirsty Applebaum is an enchanting and thought-provoking
novel that will resonate with readers of all ages. It is a story about self-
acceptance, diversity, and the power of friendship. It is a story that will stay
with readers long after they finish reading it.
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