
Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis for
Supporting the Selection of Engineering
Materials: A Comprehensive Guide
In the field of engineering, material selection plays a crucial role in the
design and performance of various components and systems. With the vast
array of engineering materials available, selecting the most suitable one for
a particular application can be a complex and challenging task.
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Multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA) offers a systematic and structured
approach to support engineers in making informed decisions about material
selection. MCDA techniques enable the evaluation of multiple criteria
simultaneously, considering their relative importance and trade-offs.
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Understanding Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis

MCDA involves several key steps:

1. Define the decision problem: Clearly identify the goal of the material
selection process and the criteria that will be used to evaluate the
materials.

2. Identify and evaluate alternatives: Compile a list of potential
materials and gather data on their relevant properties and
characteristics.

3. Determine the weights of criteria: Assign weights to each criterion
based on its importance in the decision-making process.

4. Apply MCDA methods: Use appropriate MCDA techniques to
calculate scores or rankings for each material based on the weighted
criteria.

5. Analyze and interpret results: Examine the results to identify the
most suitable material for the given application.

MCDA Methods for Material Selection

Several MCDA methods are commonly used in engineering material
selection, including:

Weighted Sum Model (WSM): A simple and straightforward method
that calculates a weighted average of the material's performance
across all criteria.

Simple Additive Weighting (SAW): Similar to WSM, but uses an
unweighted average of the criteria scores.



Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP): A more complex method that
involves pairwise comparisons of criteria and alternatives to determine
their relative importance.

Preference Ranking Organization Method for Enrichment of
Evaluations (PROMETHEE): A method that compares materials
based on their outranking relationships and calculates preference
indices.

VIseKriterijumska Optimizacija i Kompromisno Resenje (VIKOR):
A method that identifies the compromise solution based on the
distance from the ideal solution and the negative ideal solution.

Advantages of Using MCDA

MCDA offers numerous benefits for material selection in engineering:

Systematic and structured approach: MCDA provides a clear and
organized framework for evaluating and comparing materials.

Multi-criteria evaluation: MCDA enables the consideration of multiple
criteria simultaneously, reflecting the complexity of real-world decision-
making.

Weighting of criteria: MCDA allows decision-makers to prioritize
criteria based on their importance, ensuring that critical factors are
given due consideration.

Improved decision quality: By considering multiple criteria and their
trade-offs, MCDA helps engineers make more informed and rational
material selection decisions.



Multi-criteria decision analysis is a valuable tool for supporting the selection
of engineering materials. By providing a systematic and structured
approach, MCDA enables engineers to evaluate multiple criteria
simultaneously, consider their relative importance, and make informed
decisions about material selection. This comprehensive guide has provided
an overview of MCDA techniques and their applications in material
selection, empowering engineers to optimize the performance of their
designs.
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