Taking Hold: An Inspiring Journey From
Migrant Childhood to Columbia University

In the annals of human history, countless individuals have left an enduring
mark on the world. Their stories, often imbued with both triumph and
adversity, serve as beacons of inspiration for generations to come.

One such story is that of Gustavo Velasquez, whose remarkable journey
from humble beginnings as a migrant child to the hallowed halls of
Columbia University stands as a testament to the indomitable spirit that
resides within us all.
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Born in the small town of El Divisadero, Mexico, Gustavo's childhood was
marked by poverty and instability. His family, driven by desperation,
embarked on a perilous journey to the United States when he was just five
years old.
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Upon arriving in America, the Velasquez family faced numerous challenges
as they struggled to make ends meet. Gustavo, along with his siblings,
worked tirelessly alongside his parents in the fields of California's Central
Valley.

Despite the adversity he faced, Gustavo possessed an unyielding
determination to succeed. He excelled in school, earning top grades and
receiving recognition for his academic achievements. His teachers
recognized his potential and encouraged him to pursue higher education.

With the support of his family and mentors, Gustavo set his sights on
attending college. However, the path to higher education was fraught with
obstacles. As an undocumented immigrant, Gustavo faced significant
financial and legal barriers.

Undeterred, Gustavo refused to let his dreams be extinguished. He worked
tirelessly, saving every penny he earned. He also sought out scholarships
and financial aid, determined to make his college aspirations a reality.

In 2012, Gustavo's hard work and perseverance paid off when he received
a full scholarship to the University of California, Berkeley. This marked a
significant milestone in his life, but it was only the beginning of his
academic journey.

At Berkeley, Gustavo immersed himself in his studies, excelling in his
coursework and engaging in extracurricular activities. He became a leader
on campus, serving as president of the Latino Student Union and
advocating for the rights of undocumented students.



After graduating from Berkeley with honors, Gustavo set his sights on an
even loftier goal: attending Columbia University. He applied to the
prestigious Ivy League institution and, to his astonishment, was accepted
into the Master's program in social work.

As a graduate student at Columbia, Gustavo continued to excel
academically. He conducted groundbreaking research on the experiences
of undocumented immigrants in the United States and became a sought-
after speaker on issues of immigration and social justice.

In 2017, Gustavo's remarkable story was immortalized in his memoaoir,
"Taking Hold: From Migrant Childhood to Columbia University." The book,
which has been widely acclaimed by critics, provides a deeply personal
account of his journey from the migrant fields of California to the halls of
academia.

"Taking Hold" is more than just a memoir; it is a powerful testament to the
transformative power of education and the indomitable spirit of the human
soul. It is a story that will inspire and motivate readers from all walks of life.

Gustavo Velasquez's journey is a reminder that dreams can be achieved,
no matter how daunting the obstacles may seem. It is a story that should
be read by anyone who believes in the power of the human spirit and the
transformative power of education.

Key Accomplishments

= Graduated from Columbia University with a Master's degree in social
work

= Received a full scholarship to the University of California, Berkeley



= Served as president of the Latino Student Union at Berkeley

= Conducted groundbreaking research on the experiences of
undocumented immigrants in the United States

= Became a sought-after speaker on issues of immigration and social
justice

= Authored the critically acclaimed memoir, "Taking Hold: From Migrant
Childhood to Columbia University"

Awards and Recognition
= 2016: BRAVO Award from the National Council of La Raza

= 2017: Hispanic Heritage Foundation's Latino Leaders on the Fast
Track

= 2018: Ford Foundation Fellowship

= 2019: Ashoka Fellow

Gustavo Velasquez's Mission

Gustavo Velasquez is dedicated to using his platform to advocate for the
rights of undocumented immigrants and to promote access to higher
education for all. He is the founder of the non-profit organization, "Taking
Hold of Our Dreams," which provides scholarships and support services to
undocumented students.

Gustavo Velasquez's Legacy

Gustavo Velasquez's story will continue to inspire and motivate generations
to come. He is a symbol of hope for all those who believe that their dreams
can become a reality, no matter their circumstances.
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