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A Humble Beginning

Thomas McKean was born on March 19, 1734, in New London,
Pennsylvania. His father, William McKean, was a farmer and blacksmith of
Irish descent. His mother, Letitia Finney, was a devout Quaker. Thomas
was the eldest of five children.

From a young age, McKean displayed a sharp intellect and a strong thirst
for knowledge. He attended New London Academy and later studied law
under David Finney, his uncle.

A Rising Star in Politics

In 1762, McKean passed the bar exam and established a successful law
practice in Newcastle, Delaware. He quickly became involved in local
politics and served as a member of the Delaware House of Assembly from
1765 to 1776.
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McKean was a fierce advocate for American independence. He wrote
pamphlets and gave speeches that denounced British tyranny. In 1774, he
was elected to the Continental Congress, where he served on the
Committee of Safety, a body tasked with coordinating the American
resistance to British rule.

A Signer of the Declaration of Independence

In 1776, McKean was appointed to the committee that drafted the
Declaration of Independence. He was one of the first to sign the document,
thereby pledging his life and fortune to the cause of American
independence.

McKean's signature appears on the second line of the Declaration of
Independence, next to the signatures of John Hancock and Samuel
Adams.
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A Powerhouse in the Articles of Confederation

After the Declaration of Independence, McKean served as a delegate to the
Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention. He played a key
role in drafting the Articles of Confederation, the first constitution of the
United States.

Under the Articles of Confederation, McKean served as President of
Delaware from 1777 to 1778 and from 1781 to 1783. He also served as
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania from 1784 to 1799.
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A Pioneer of American Law

McKean was a brilliant legal mind and a leading figure in American
jurisprudence. As Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, he established important
precedents and laid the foundation for American common law.

McKean was also a strong advocate for religious freedom and the
separation of church and state. He authored the Pennsylvania Constitution
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of 1790, which guaranteed these fundamental rights.

A Pivotal Figure in American History

Thomas McKean was a man of immense talent, determination, and
unwavering patriotism. He played a pivotal role in shaping the American
Revolution, drafting the Declaration of Independence, and establishing the
new nation's legal and political framework.
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McKean's legacy continues to inspire Americans today. His contributions to
American history are a testament to his exceptional character and his
unwavering commitment to the principles of liberty, justice, and self-
governance.

Timeline of Thomas McKean's Life

1734: Born in New London, Pennsylvania

1762: Passes the bar exam and establishes a law practice

https://genre.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InpFZEtQTWdhejlcL05ZZzY5ckZ4V0NqNUtyY2gyVkNLQ09DXC9HN3libGhNXC9DaG8yTHA2XC9QY1M4S2JqOGVySVwvWVZ5WGpkbFwvOU9pc3RvcEg5MDdSdTM3VmRVT3VINGtQZldReHlnNnlOZkl2OGpSUE83RjVINHc4WEpnTk5ScTVGV3R3N28xejAxbDBGNkQ2a003TkhYMml1eG9DSVh0dXEzdEdXaG9iV1F1ZElIVFA5cDNtSVBEdEZld1BiUTZjeUNSTXF0cHFYazZZTXdZQmVrV0ZmV3ZlQ1c2aG1vV2JyK282RysrNUk3bjg9IiwiaXYiOiI2YmY0OTAwOGYyNDk4MGIxZTk3NWViNTM4NDE0MGNkZiIsInMiOiJmMDAwZTg3ZjhkYTA4ZTIzIn0%3D


1765-1776: Serves as a member of the Delaware House of Assembly

1774: Elected to the Continental Congress

1776: Signs the Declaration of Independence

1777-1778 and 1781-1783: Serves as President of Delaware

1784-1799: Serves as Chief Justice of Pennsylvania

1817: Dies in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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