
The Long and Perilous Journey of Samoans to
the NFL: A Story of Resilience and Triumph

The journey of Samoans to the NFL is a story of resilience, determination,
and triumph. It is a story that began in the small island nation of Samoa,
where American football is not a popular sport. Despite the challenges,
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Samoan players have overcome adversity to make their mark on the NFL.
They have faced prejudice, discrimination, and injuries, but they have never
given up on their dreams.
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The first Samoan to play in the NFL was Tomasi "Tiki" Lauvao, who
joined the Kansas City Chiefs in 1978. Since then, more than 100 Samoans
have played in the NFL, including some of the biggest stars in the game.
Among them are Hall of Famers Junior Seau and Troy Polamalu, as well
as current stars such as Ezekiel Ansah, DeForest Buckner, and Arik
Armstead.

Samoan players have made a significant impact on the NFL. They are
known for their physicality, athleticism, and leadership. They have helped
their teams win championships and have inspired countless young people
around the world.

The journey of Samoans to the NFL is a story that is still being written.
There are still many challenges that Samoan players face, but they are
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determined to succeed. They are a testament to the power of human spirit
and the importance of never giving up on your dreams.

Challenges Faced by Samoan NFL Players

Samoan NFL players have faced a number of challenges throughout their
history. These challenges include:

Prejudice and Discrimination: Samoan players have often been the
victims of prejudice and discrimination. They have been called names,
stereotyped, and even denied opportunities because of their race.

Injuries: Samoan players are known for their physicality, but this can
also lead to injuries. Many Samoan players have suffered serious
injuries that have ended their careers.

Financial Hardships: Many Samoan players come from poor families.
They may not have the resources to pay for training, equipment, or
travel expenses. This can make it difficult for them to reach their full
potential.

Overcoming the Challenges

Despite the challenges they face, Samoan NFL players have overcome
adversity to succeed. They have done this by:

Perseverance: Samoan players are known for their perseverance.
They never give up, even when things get tough.

Determination: Samoan players are determined to succeed. They are
willing to put in the hard work and dedication it takes to reach their
goals.



Faith: Many Samoan players rely on their faith to help them through
difficult times.

Support: Samoan players have a strong support system of family,
friends, and coaches.

The Future of Samoan NFL Players

The future of Samoan NFL players is bright. There are more Samoan
players in the NFL than ever before, and they are making a significant
impact on the game. As more young Samoans learn about the game and
are given the opportunity to play, the number of Samoan NFL players will
continue to grow.

The journey of Samoans to the NFL is a story of resilience, determination,
and triumph. It is a story that is still being written, and it is a story that will
continue to inspire generations to come.
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